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A comprehensive assessment process for
children with autism spectrum disorders

Magda Di Renzo, Viviana Guerriero, Massimiliano Petrillo, Lidia Racinaro, Elena Vanadia and
Federico Bianchi di Castelbianco

Abstract Magda Di Benzo,

Purpose - The assessment of Autism Spectrum Disorders (AS0) in chidhood has wo essential aspects: the Viviana Guerriero,
fentification of the risk under 30 manths of age) and the dafinftion of a diagnosis that takas into accownt its hassimikano Petrilio,

cone aneas a5 wall a5 further non-spaciic aspects. The purpose of this papear i3 1o presant an aporoach that Lidia Racinaro, Elena Vanadia
considers the combination of citical evalliation with the use of tools that analse the vanous bvals of tha and Fedarico Bianchi di
child’s funclioning as fundamental Castelbianco are all based at
Design/methadologyfapproach - The comprehensie assessment af tha nsbiute of Ofofonociogia i Institute of Ortofonclogia,
Fome provides the ADOS-2 and the Lafar-R for the evalation of the symplomatology, the seventy kbvel, tha Rome, Raly.

non-varbial coognitive Linchiomnng and the fud reasoning: the TCE and the UOY ane used to dantify, nespactivaly, tha

chid's emotional skifls and the abdlty to undersiand the interiions of othars, as precursors of the thaory of mind

Within this assesarmant. the Braal-P, the Shart Sansory Profie and the RES are also includad for the evaluation

of exacutive funchons, sensory pattern and of restncted and rmpetifive behawours, as obsarvad by parants.

Findings - How o dafine a refable devalopmant profla, which aows to plan a specific intenvantion

catbrated on the potential of the chitd and on lis devslopment Irgiectory, is desonbed. Two clinical cases ana

also presantad.

Originality/value - The entire process s amed both at a detaded assassment of the chid’s funciioning and

at idantifiing a speciic therapautic project and predictive facts for achieving an optimal oufcome.
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T.U.LLP. Protocol (TCE, UOI, Leiter-R as Indicators of Predictivity) for
the Assessment of the Developmental Potential in Children with Autism

Spectrum Disorders

Magda Di Renzo", Federico Bianchi di Castelbianco’, Elena Vanadia', Massimiliano Petrillo’, Lidla Racinaro’ and Monica Rea™

Institute of Ortofonologia (TdQ). VWa Salara 30, 098 Rome, ialy
‘Dynamic and Climical Peychology Department, Sapienza Uinivarsity of Riome, Via degli Apulf 7, 00185, Rome, ifaly

Abstract

The article aims to highlight some predictive indicators of improvemeant in ADOS scores ina group of 49 childran
with Autism Spectrum Disorders.

For this purpose we created a specific protocol named T.U.L.ILP. that, using the Fluid Reasoning of the Leiter-R,
the: presence of Emotional Contagion (TCE) and the ability to understand the intentions of the others (UOI) as
predictive indicators, can identify a category of autistic children who positively respond to treatment and improves
the autistic symptomatology.

The children who at the intake had predictive indicators ofEmerging or F‘rasant Lo and TG proved their
autistic symptomatology with therapy and some of them (thosa with Pre positively changed their

ADOS diagnosis.

In pre-school children, or in the first year of their schoaoling, the assessment of cognitive and social components
shows that relaticnal skillz have a greater importance in predicting the decrease of the ADDS scores.

The presence of predictive indicators, especially on the emoticnal response and the abllll'_n.r tu understand the
mtentlnns of the nlherfs also helps to work through a dau&lnpm&nta! reliatlnnal approach tha ates in children

the Ados comrelates with predictive indicators and accounts for an intervention targatn: 0 The oML I dO
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A therapeutic approach for ASD: method and outcome of the DERBBI -
Developmental, Emotional Regulation and Body-Based Intervention

Magda Di Renzoi, Elena Vanadia:, Massimiliano Petrilloi, Davide Trapolino.,
Lidia Racinaro:, Monica Reai-2, Federico Bianchi di Castelbiancoi

Abstract

Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) 1s a neurodevelopmental disorder displaying individual impairments in
social interaction, communication skills, interest and behaviours. In the last decade several studies have
been published on the approaches that can be used with ASD children.

This study illustrated the therapeutic approach of the DERBBI method, defined as a relational and body
based intervention. The research described the symptoms and emotional development outcomes of ASD
children aged 21-66 months, after 2 of the 4 years of planned therapy; the study group included both
children who had received a diagnosis of autism and children (under 30 months) who had a nisk of
developing symptoms.

Approximately 78% of the children with a more severe ASD symptomatology after two years of therapy
maintained this diagnosis, instead, among children with a less severe ASD symptomatology, about the
67% after two years of therapy no longer fulfilled the ADOS-2 criteria for autism. Among the children
who were at risk of developing the autistic symptomatology, about the 42% no longer showed this risk
after 2 years of therapy. The improvements that the children showed in their ability to understand the
intentions of others and to contact the emotions of others were also investigated. The findings of this study
have underlined the importance of early positive indicators which, among the Autisms, could be defined
a specific subpopulation that get better benefits from such a type of intervention.

Key words: Awtism spectrum disorder, therapeutic approach, ADOS-2, Understanding intention, emotional
CORfagion.
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The Psychomotor Profile in Children with Autistic Spectrum Disorders:

Clinical Assessments and Implications for Therapy

Magda DI Renzo®, Bianchi di Castelblanco F, Elena Vanadia, Lidia Racinaro and Monica Rea
institute of Ortofonologia (100), Rome, italy

Abstract

Autism specirum disorders (ASDs) are a class of neurodevelopmental disorders defined by qualitative
impairments in social functioning and communication, often accompanied by repetitive and stereotyped patterns of
behaviour's and interests, with their typical onset during the first three years of life. Recent researches demonstrate
that early diagnosis and intervention sensibly improve outcomes. Until now, a limit of the most common therapies
has been to get poor results in approaching the relational and emotional difficulties that, finding their origin in the
early interactions that the child has with the outside world, must take account of the body as first experential and
communicative channel for the new-bom. Although the curent assessment protocols provide for development scales
and observation of motor skills, do not yet exist studies aimed at identifying characteristic psychomotor profiles and
too lithe attention is paid to bodily dimension in therapeutic terms. The purpose of present paper is to examine the
peychomolor profiles of 61 children diagnosed with ASD, analyse their specifies and correlations with symptoms and
cognitive development. Results show that children with more severe impairment have greater troubles in modulating
their body, in attention, in spatial organization, in symbolic play, in motor behaviour's, starting from imitation, and
in communication, even from the most archaic mode, namely the tonic dialogue. Findings, supported by what has
already been published on the effectiveness of early developmental-relationship-bodily based approach with ASD
children, support the idea that psychomotor area should represent an essential element in childhood rehabilitative
therapies, especially in autism, where it is necessary to start from body and experience intended as a solid foundation I dO
on which build cognitive and social skills
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Andamento in eta evolutiva + articolo ados 3

* Permanenza risultati
* Nucleo psicopatologico o vulnerabilita di base
* No aggressivita



Jolti i comportamenti autistici cosa resta?
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